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Against  Hope  in  Hope 

or 

The  Present  Missionary  Drama  in  China 


y HO  against  hope  be- 
\ / lieved  in  hope”  (Rom- 

\/V/  iv;  18.)  This  nicely 
▼ ▼ turned  phrase  of  Saint 
Paul  is  taken  to  signify  and  clarify  the 
antithesis  that  exists  between  the  hu- 
man element  and  the  divine  element 
in  our  missionary  work,  that  antithe- 
sis which  the  Apostle  characterizes  by 
these  further  words,  "The  wisdom  of 
the  flesh  is  death;  but  the  wisdom  of 
the  spirit  is  life”  (Rom.  viii:6). 

If  one  were  to  consider  the  present 
critical  period  of  our  missions  only  ac- 
cording to  the  "wisdom  of  the  flesh” 
he  would  have  to  admit  that  discour- 
agement would  not  be  unjustified;  but 
if  we  consider  the  problem  in  the  light 
of  the  "wisdom  of  the  spirit”  we  de- 
clare that  we  can  and  must  work,  pray, 
and  suffer  with  that  ardent  charity 
"which  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all 
things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all 
things”  (1  Cor.  xiii:7). 

In  1923,  I met,  in  China,  a Consul, 
a man  well  educated  and  of  proven 
Christian  sentiment.  He  said  to  me,* 
"I  am  an  old  resident  in  China  and  I 
am  very  much  interested  in  the  mis- 
sions. I hear  it  said  that  they  now 
wish  to  put  into  act  the  directives  of 
the  "Maximum  Illud”  and  to  create 
Chinese  missions.  Allow  me  to  ex- 
press my  opinion.  . . . full  of  doubts, 
full  of  anxieties  on  such  a proposal. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  time  has  not 
yet  arrived  for  such  an  experiment.” 

"But  if  the  time  is  not  mature,”  I 
replied,  "after  three  centuries  of  al- 
most uninterrupted  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  in  a nation  of  ancient  human- 
istic culture,  it  will  not  mature  even  in 
three  more  centuries.  Besides,  this 


reason  is  based  only  on  human  argu- 
ments. The  Church  is  a divine  insti- 
tution and  has  other  criterions  of 
judgment.  For  the  Church  it  is  not  a 
question  of  founding  a mission  as  if 
it  were  a work  definite  in  itself : it 
would  result  at  length,  according  to 
the  expression  used  by  a student  of 
missiology,  in  creating  something  re- 
sembling foreign  religious  colonies 
established  in  pagan  territories.  In- 
stead it  is  a question  of  uniting  these 
missions  to  found  the  Church,  in  its 
natural  forms,  permanently  and  uni- 
versally. At  present  we  have  in  China 
55  missions,  all  foreign.  . . .” 

"These  arguments  are  above  me,” 
answered  the  Consul.  "I  have  spoken 
as  a Consul;  as  a Catholic  I submit  to 
the  supreme  decisions  of  the  Church.” 

A short  time  before  I left  Peking  a 
foreign  diplomat  visited  me.  We  spoke 
of  the  situation  in  the  missions;  and 
the  diplomat,  a person  of  the  highest 
ideals,  did  not  attempt  to  hide  his  pre- 
occupation and  a certain  distressing 
pessimism.  I showed  him  the  letter 
of  a missionary  who  had  been  inhu- 
manly treated  and  condemned  to 
death  but  who  later  almost  miracu- 
lously escaped.  The  missionary  did 
not  have  a word  of  rancor  or  discour- 
agement but  only  splendid  expressions 
of  charity,  of  pardon,  and  of  hope. 

"Oh!”  exclaimed  the  diplomat, 
"This  is  truly  a document  of  the  high- 
est Christian  ideals,”  and  then,  as  if 
concluding  an  interior  conversation,  he 
said:  "We  admire  the  missionaries  but 
we  reason  differently.” 

In  reality  it  is  a question  of  points 
of  view  absolutely  at  variance.  We 
have  gone  to  China  guided  solely  by 
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Christian  love,  wishing  to  make  our- 
selves "all  things  to  all  men.”  On  the 
other  hand  the  diplomats,  the  business 
men,  etc,,  have  gone  to  China  from 
entirely  different  motives. 

We  respect  the  opinion  of  others  but 
we  claim  for  ourselves  perfect  liberty 
of  judgment  and  of  action.  We  ap- 
preciate also  human  prudence  and 
foresight  but  we  do  not  wish  "to  lose 
our  life  in  order  to  live.” 

In  the  Peking  and  Tientsin  Times, 
a newspaper  of  the  foreign  commercial 
interests  of  Tientsin,  there  appeared  in 
the  edition  of  October  20,  the  follow- 
ing advice,  "We  do  not  see  any  policy 
more  sensible  and  more  secure  than 
the  temporary  evacuation  of  the  mis- 
sionaries in  the  territories  exposed  to 
this  ferocious  banditry.” 

In  a letter  to  the  Apostolic  Delega- 
tion from  His  Excellency  Bishop  Mig- 
nani.  Coadjutor  of  the  Vicariate  of 
Kianfu,  written  when  he  saw  his  terri- 
tory in  flames  and  his  missionaries 
and  Christians  in  captivity  or  hiding, 
there  is  portrayed  the  other  side; 
"Only  one  thing  remains,”  wrote  the 
bishop,  "and  that  is  to  pray  the  Lord 
for  the  grace  to  return  immediately  to 
begin  over  again  our  work  of  evan- 
gelization amid  the  fearful  ruins.” 

Bishop  Mignani  epitomised  the  gen- 
eral sentiment  of  the  missionaries, 
which  is  to  carry  on  with  apostolic 
fervor  and  serene  confidence  in  God, 
until  the  tragic  hour  of  turmoil  is 
past,  "against  hope  in  hope.” 

Our  Christian  patience,  naturally, 
does  not  dispense  the  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment from  its  inalienable  duty  of 
assuring  the  missionaries,  who  are  in 
China  solely  to  dedicate  themselves 
soul  and  body  to  the  welfare  of  their 
Chinese  brothers,  that  minimum  of 
liberty  and  safety  requested  by  the 
Holy  Father  and  granted  by  every  civ- 
ilized nation  on  earth. 

We  appreciate  the  good  will  of  the 
Government  and  we  hope  that  they 
will  soon  be  able  to  carry  out  the 


promises  made  in  their  recent  program 
of  national  reconstruction. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Chinese  Gov- 
ernment has  no  right  to  complain  if 
ministers  of  Foreign  Powers,  in  the  ex- 
ceptional and  extreme  conditions  in 
which  the  missions  find  themselves 
tossed  hither  and  thither  in  the  raging 
storm,  are  forced  to  safeguard  the 
lives  and  the  property  of  our  dear  mis- 
sions. The  Chinese  Government  would 
do  the  very  same  thing  if  it  found  it- 
self in  the  necessity  of  safeguarding 
the  life  and  property  of  its  nationals 
in  some  foreign  country. 

The  Crisis  of  China  and  of  the 
Missions 

The  political  and  social  crisis  that 
is  passing  over  China  is  nothing  more 
than  a sign  or  manifestation  of  that 
deeper  crisis  that  is  hidden  beneath 
the  surface  and  causing  the  tremen- 
dous billows  that  are  now  swaying  the 
immense  human  sea  that  is  China.  It 
is  not  a question  of  a crisis  in  the  form 
of  government,  but  the  crisis  of  an 
ageless  culture  slowly  decomposing, 
and  like  the  seed,  slowly  maturing, 
slowly  suffering  its  bitter  travail  that 
precedes  rebirth.  The  crisis  is  aggra- 
vated by  the  addition  of  the  social 
question  and  the  introduction  of 
machinery. 

‘ There  comes  to  mind  the  words  of 
St.  Jerome  when  he  saw  the  agony  of 
the  Roman  Empire:  "The  whole  Ro- 
man world  is  crumbling’’^  And  like- 
wise the  words  of  St.  Augustine  on  the 
tragedy  of  Rome:  "Terrible  news  is 
brought  to  us;  sackings,  burnings, 
rapine,  murders,  tortures.  Truly,  we 
have  heard  many  sad  things  and  we 
grieve  and  weep,  and  can  scarcely  be 
consoled.”-  It  is  but  natural  that  the 
missions  of  China  which  are  associated 
so  closely  with  the  fate  of  the  people 
and  which  also  have  before  them  a 
social  program  clearly  and  unmistak- 

1.  Epitaphium  Nepotiant. 
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ably  one  of  true  rebirth,  should  also 
feel  the  effects  of  the  Chinese  crisis. 

And  it  is  really  a grave  crisis  that  is 
now  passing  over  the  missions,  a crisis 
far  deeper  than  it  appears  on  the 
troubled  surface,  for  it  touches  the 
very  program  and  method  of  the  mis- 
sionary apostolate. 

A well  known  diplomat,^  long  a 
resident  of  China  and  recently  re- 
turned there,  wrote  two  years  ago  in 
the  New  York  Herald  Tribune  as 
follows: 

"It  is  useless  to  deny  that  the  mis- 
sions of  China  and  Japan  are  now  ex- 
periencing one  of  the  most  critical  mo- 
ments of  their  history, 

"In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1927 
I was  in  China  and  witnessed,  first  at 
Shanghai,  and  later  at  Peking,  the  ar- 
rival of  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
American  missionaries  who  had  hur- 
riedly abandoned  the  stations  they 
once  loved  so  much,  after  they  had 
seen  burned  the  residences  in  which 
they  had  passed  so  many  happy  years. 
It  would  be  not  only  cruel,  but  even 
unjust  if  one  were  to  draw  any  hasty 
conclusions  from  the  things  they  told 
us  at  that  time.  Not  only  were  they 
disheartened  by  the  blow  that  had  so 
suddenly  fallen,  but,  what  is  graver 
still,  they  foresaw  the  hardest  of  all 
crises, — the  one  that  leads  one  to 
doubt  the  very  ideal  of  his  whole  ex- 
istence. And  almost  all  of  them  ques- 
tioned. I heard  several  of  them  talk- 
ing in  this  strain  and  asking  them- 
selves if  the  work  of  the  Christian  mis- 
sions in  China  was  really  after  all  a 
blessing  for  a race  whose  heritage  of 
secular  traditions  is  so  diametrically 
opposed  to  ours.  'We  thought  we 
could  make  them  Christians,’  they 
said,  'and  we  succeeded  in  making 
only  a species  of  mongrel,  morally 
speaking’.”! 

The  diplomat  is  evidently  talking  of 
the  Protestant  missions.  The  facts 
themselves  correct  in  part  the  bitter 

3.  Count  Sforza,  former  Italian  Minister  in  China. 

1.  Actual  text  not  at  hand.  Retranslated  from  the 
Itclian  as  delivered  by  the  speaker. 


accusations  of  the  writer,  for  later 
many  Protestant  missionaries  returned 
and  some  paid  the  tribute  of  their 
faith  with  their  blood. 

We  have  never  had  the  slightest 
doubt  of  our  mandate  to  carry  the 
Gospel  to  all  nations,  nor  do  we  ever 
say  that  the  Chinese  are,  in  the  matter 
of  religion,  only  mongrels.  They  are 
simply  Catholics,  and  often  very  good 
Catholics,  because  while  Catholicism 
reanimates  the  soul  it  does  not  bother 
about  that  which  is  purely  accessory 
and  accidental.  It  respects  the  par- 
ticular genius  of  each  people  and  their 
own  proper  culture  when  this  is  not 
opposed  to  Catholic  verity. 

The  writer  adds  further  that  the 
Vatican  also  realized  that  Catholic 
missions  in  China  were  undergoing  one 
of  the  most  critical  moments  and  that 
the  past  persecutions  were  but  child’s 
play  compared  with  the  tidal  wave  of 
Chinese  nationalism. 

That  is  true;  the  crisis  of  today  is 
graver  than  that  of  the  Boxer  Upris- 
ing in  1900,  because  the  present  crisis 
is  more  extensive,  is  more  deeply 
rooted,  and  has  lasted  already  several 
years,  while  that  of  the  Boxers  passed 
like  a cyclone  lasting  but  a few  months. 

But  while  we  are  in  accord  with  the 
diplomat  in  setting  forth  the  reality  of 
the  crisis  and  his  evaluation  of  it,  we 
cannot  agree  with  his  pessimism  in 
judging  the  apostolate  of  the  Catholic 
missions.  He  is  in  a position  to  judge 
the  missions  from  a diplomatic  view- 
point (if  I might  use  that  expression) 
and  to  make  use  of  the  measure  of 
human  impressions. 

He  speaks  of  the  consecration  of 
Chinese  bishops  as  if  it  had  been  sug- 
gested as  a movement  of  opportunism. 
That  is  not  true.  It  was  simply  a ques- 
tion of  putting  into  execution  the  in- 
tegral missionary  program  as  old  as 
the  Church  itself,  and  which  was  sol- 
emnly recalled  to  the  attention  of  the 
missionaries,  even  as  regards  the  in- 
digenous bishops,  as  early  as  1919. 

The  writer  overlooks  the  super- 
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natural  character  of  the  missions, 
which  is  the  very  soul  that  animates 
the  complex  divine  organism.  The 
Missionary  and  the  missions  cannot  be 
understood  when  placed  on  the  level 
of  human  impressions  and  diplomatic 
reasonings.  The  writer  paused  to  ana- 
lyze some  aspects  which  are  included 
in  the  phrase  "contra  spent”  (against 
hope);  the  missionary  is  not  ignorant 
of  these,  but  he  rises,  in  spite  of  them, 
to  the  heights  of  "in  spein”  (in  hope) 
because  he  is  the  ambassador,  not  of 
any  earthly  kingdom,  but  of  God.  He 
is  the  advance  sentinel  who  knows  not 
the  fear  of  death;  in  fact  he  often 
longs  for  martyrdom. 

The  story  of  the  missions  in  China 
during  the  past  few  years  represents 
the  Supernatural  reduced  to  act  and 
portrays  the  splendor  of  true  mission- 
ary charity. 

The  Supernatural  Element  in 
Apostolic  Courage 

The  missionary,  in  the  moment  of 
turmoil,  recalls  the  words  of  the  Re- 
deemer: "You  have  not  chosen  me; 
but  I have  chosen  you;  and  have  ap- 
pointed you  that  you  should  go  and 
should  bring  forth  fruit;  and  your 
fruit  should  remain.”  (John,  xv,  16) 
"And  behold  I am  with  you  all  days, 
even  to  the  consummation  of  the 
world.”  (Matt.  XXVIII,  20).  "In  the 
world  you  shall  have  distress.  But 
have  confidence.  I have  overcome 
the  world.”  (John  XVI,  33). 

The  missionary  realizes  that  he 
forms  a part  of  an  immense  army,  the 
weapons  of  which  are  charity  and  sac- 
rifice. He  feels  that  he  marches  close 
to  St.  Paul,  who  is  to  him  an  ideal 
Leader  and  an  insuperable  Teacher. 
St.  Paul  has  traced  the  missionary  pro- 
gram and  the  inevitable  sufferings 
connected  with  it.  "In  all  things  we 
suffer  tribulation”  he  writes,  "but  are 
not  distressed.  We  are  straitened,  but 
are  not  destitute.  We  suffer  persecu- 
tion, but  are  not  forsaken.  We  are 


cast  down,  but  we  perish  not.”  (II  Cor. 
IV,  8-9). 

The  missionary  knows  that  he  car- 
ries on  the  historic  sequence  of  the 
Church,  which  in  every  century  and  in 
every  clime  suffers,  labors,  prays, 
fights  and  conquers.  "And  this  is  the 
victory  which  overcometh  the  world: 
Our  faith.”  (I  John  V,  4.). 

From  the  very  beginnings  of  Chris- 
tianity, when  St.  Ignatius  the  Martyr 
said:  "I  am  but  the  leaven  of  Christ; 
I am  ground  by  the  teeth  of  beasts  as 
in  a mill,  that  I might  become  bread 
to  the  world”  down  to  the  present  day 
when  bishops,  missionaries,  Chinese 
priests,  and  Catholics  are  sealing  their 
Faith  with  their  blood,  there  is  one 
immense  chain  of  action  of  heroism, 
of  triumph,  of  which  the  missionary 
feels  that  he  is  a humble  but  well 
forged  link. 

With  the  divine  consciousness  of  his 
mandate  and  with  the  experience  of 
centuries  of  the  Christian  apostolate, 
the  Catholic  missionary  rises  above 
mere  human  reasoning. 

He  is  a man  with  both  feet  firmly 
on  the  ground,  and  knows  how  to 
make  use  of  and  turn  to  profit  all  hon- 
est human  means  in  studying  the  mis- 
sionary problem  and  hastening  its 
solution. 

He  is  a "fisher  of  men.”  Following 
the  command  of  the  Saviour,  he 
launches  out  into  the  deep,  but  he 
takes  with  him  his  net.  This  latter 
represents  human  reason  and  human 
means  of  which  he  makes  use. 

The  Human  Element  in  Hope 

Let  us  examine,  then,  the  mission- 
ary problem  in  China  in  the  light  of 
simple  reason.  Let  us  deal  with  mis- 
sionary realism.  And  we  shall  see 
that  even  here  there  is  reason  for 
hoping  "against  hope” 

The  Chinese  People 

First  of  all  we  should  see  whether 
the  Chinese  people  have  the  aptitude 
for  receiving  the  good  tidings. 


Theologically,  the  answer  cannot  be 
in  doubt  but  must  be  given  decidedly 
in  the  affirmative:  The  Lord  "will  have 
all  men  to  be  saved  and  to  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.”  (I  Tim.  IIII, 
4.)  "Going  therefore,  teach  ye  all 
nations.”  (Matt.  XXXVIII,  19). 

To  be  of  the  opinion  that  Redemp- 
tion is  limited  to  the  white  race  alone 
is  worse  than  heresy,  it  is  blasphemy. 
But  let  us  entirely  prescind  for  a mo- 
ment from  transcendental  argument 
and  see  whether,  in  the  light  of  reason 
alone,  the  Chinese  people  have  the 
aptitude  for  receiving  Christianity. 

The  diplomat  already  quoted  denies 
it,  saying  that  in  the  crucible  of  Chi- 
nese civilization  every  doctrine  coming 
from  outside  and  not  adapted  to  the 
genius  of  the  race  will  be  consumed 
and  lost.  He  cites  as  examples  Indian 
Buddhism,  deformed  in  China,  and 
the  almost  total  disappearance  of  a 
little  Jewish  colony  established  in  Kai- 
feng,  Honan,  from  times  immemorial. 

It  is  true  that  Chinese  Buddhism  is, 
especially  in  its  popular  appearance, 
but  a deformed  image  of  the  primitive 
Indian  Buddhism.  But  this  is  a re- 
sult of  an  intrinsic  cause,  i.  e.,  the 
Buddhist  doctrine  itself,  which  is  ob- 
scure, allows  various  interpretations, 
and  has  a metaphysics  capable  of  end- 
less subtleties.  It  results  also  from  the 
lack  of  a supreme  teacher  to  guide  the 
beliefs  and  morals  of  its  adherents. 

Catholicism,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a 
clear,  unmistakable  discipline  of  the 
intellect  and  of  the  will,  a harmonious 
edifice  of  doctrine  and  morals,  precise, 
concrete,  repudiating  all  individualistic 
compromise,  sound  and  crystal-clear 
as  a diamond.  Further,  Catholicism  is 
founded  on  the  cornerstone  of  unity 
and  universality,  and  possesses  an  in- 
fallible teacher  in  the  Roman  Pontiff. 
In  the  past,  the  immense  distance  pre- 
vented the  necessary  and  frequent  con- 
tact between  China  and  Rome.  But  to- 
day all  distance  is  abolished.  The 
Papal  Message  of  February  12  touched 
the  hearts  of  the  missionaries  at  the 


same  instant  that  the  Pontiff  pro- 
nounced it. 

The  dissolution  of  the  little  Jewish 
nucleus  of  Kaifeng  proves  nothing,  be- 
cause it  was  due  in  great  part  to  an 
external  catastrophe.  The  Yellow 
River  in  the  XVth  century  flooded  the 
city  of  Kaifeng,  drowning  a great  num- 
ber, among  them  many  Hebrews,  and 
destroying  the  ancient  synagogue. 
There  is  no  cause  for  wonderment  if 
the  Jews  that  were  left,  probably  in- 
capable of  reading  the  old  Hebrew 
books,  failed  to  rebuild  the  synagogue 
and  were  almost  completely  dispersed. 

Another  fact,  on  the  other  hand, 
contradicts  the  theory  quoted,  and 
that  is  the  persistent  solidity  of  the 
Chinese  Mohammedans.  Totalling 
from  30  to  50  millions  they  are  found 
in  large  groups  in  Kansu  and  Chinese 
Turkestan  and  are  also  scattered  over 
the  whole  of  China.  They  have  their 
mosques,  little  different  from  the  Chi- 
nese pagodas,  in  practically  all  the  big 
centers.  These  Chinese  Mohamme- 
dans are  still  Mohammedans.  Even  if 
their  intimate  religion  is  not  very  deep, 
there  are  certain  rigid  observances  of 
external  religious  customs.  They  are 
entirely  Chinese  in  language,  dress, 
commercial  and  social  habits,  and  even 
their  physical  appearance  is  scarcely 
distinguishable  from  that  of  the  other 
Chinese,  yet  in  religion  they  are  rig- 
idly Mohammedan. 

Finally,  in  the  face  of  all  these  pessi- 
mistic theories,  we  can  adduce  the 
proof  of  actual  fact:  the  Chinese  Cath- 
olics are  no  less  firm  and  persevering 
than  European  or  American  Catholics. 
I do  not  deny  the  peril  that  faces 
Catholics  dispersed  among  the  pagan 
masses;  if  they  are  recent  converts, 
and  especially  if  they  have  come  to 
the  Church  from  mere  human  mo- 
tives, they  are  easily  lost.  But  this 
happens  in  almost  the  same  way 
among  emigrants  of  the  Western 
world. 

There  is  also  the  fact  of  Christians 
persevering  in  extremely  difficult  con- 


ditions.  Various  Christian  settlements 
of  Kansu,  scattered  among  the  Mo- 
hammedans, are  composed  of  de- 
scendants of  the  ancient  Christians  ex- 
iled  from  Peking.  These  Catholics 
knew  how  to  conserve  their  Faith  even 
without  the  continual  presence  of  the 
priest;  and  now,  better  assisted  by  the 
organized  missions  even  in  that  remote 
section,  they  constitute  flourishing 
Catholic  settlements. 

In  the  present  turmoil  there  have 
been  defections;  but  in  great  part  it 
is  a question  of  material  rather  than 
formal  defection  and  many  "lapsed 
ones”  have  already  returned  to  the 
fold  of  the  Church.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  recent  persecutions  have 
produced  even  among  the  simple  faith- 
ful real  acts  of  heroism  in  no  way  in- 
ferior to  those  of  the  primitive  Chris- 
tians of  Rome. 

The  Chinese  people,  taken  as  a 
group,  are  a naturally  good  people, 
soft  tempered,  civil,  hospitable,  labori- 
ous and  serious.  They  have  a lofty 
concept  of  their  own  ancient  culture 
and  are  ruled  by  a natural  honesty 
which  finds  its  codification  in  the 
moral  precepts  of  Confucius.  In  the 
absence  of  an  interior  and  super- 
natural sanction,  "face,”  i.  e.,  external 
honor,  constitutes  this  interior  impera- 
tive. There  are  certainly  some  faults 
in  China  and  there  are  evil  customs 
and  moral  miseries  such  as  the  servi- 
tude in  which  woman  is  held,  that  in- 
dicate clearly  the  absence  of  those 
blessings  which  constitute  the  individ- 
ual and  social  heritage  of.  Christian 
civilization. 

But  considered  "in  se,”  as  a pagan 
people,  the  Chinese  are  no  worse  than 
were,  for  example,  the  ancient  Romans. 
There  is  much  talk  of  the  cruelty  of 
the  Chinese  people;  and  it  is  a duty 
of  sheer  honesty  to  correct  some  ex- 
pressions of  common  occurrence  which 
are  injurious  to  truth  and  to  the  Chi- 
nese people.  Yes,  there  are  some  cruel 
incidents,  but  one  cannot  say  that  the 
whole  Chinese  people  are  a cruel  peo- 


ple. We  must  not  forget  that  they 
are  a people  on  whom  has  not  yet 
blown  the  regenerating  breath  of 
Christianity.  If  we  wish  to  make 
comparisons,  we  should  make  them 
with  other  pagan  peoples,  remember- 
ing, for  example,  that  even  in  highly 
civilized  Rome,  "mother  of  the  entire 
world,”  there  were  the  games  of  the 
circus  in  which  cruelty  was  applauded 
by  official  praise. 

The  episodes  of  cruelty  recorded  In 
the  newspapers  are  for  the  most  part 
true,  though  sometimes  they  are  exag- 
perated.  As  a rule,  there  is  no  need 
to  generalize.  It  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  China  is  an  immense  coun- 
try; that  it  is  undergoing  an  excep- 
tional period  in  its  history,  a revolu- 
tionary period,  further  contaminated 
by  the  venom  of  communism.  It 
would  be  unjust  to  judge  any  people 
by  the  cruel  incidents  that  take  place 
in  the  heat  of  a revolution. 

The  religion  of  the  Chinese  people 
consists  essentially  in  filial  piety,  i.  e.. 
In  the  worship  of  their  ancestors  and 
in  the  respect  of  children  towards  their 
parents.  Buddhism  and  Taoism,  ex- 
cept for  a naturally  pious  and  educated 
"elite”  of  souls,  has  degenerated  into 
gross  popular  superstitions  to  which 
no  serious  attention  is  paid.  The  pa- 
godas are  in  great  part  deserted  and 
one  frequently  comes  across  such  edi- 
fices in  a crumbling  state  which  in  the 
past  were  famous  and  much  fre- 
quented but  which  now  no  one  will 
take  the  trouble  to  rebuild. 

The  sacrifices  in  the  famed  Temple 
of  Heaven  where  the  Emperor  was  the 
high  priest  and  Intermediary  between 
the  divinity  and  the  people  are  no 
longer  offered  since  the  fall  of  the 
Empire. 

Concubinage  is  practised  only  by 
the  rich;  it  can  be  said  that  the  coun- 
try people  are  ignorant  of  this  vice. 
On  the  other  hand  the  laws  of  new 
China  tend  to  proscribe  it.  It  does 
not  seem,  therefore,  that  the  Chinese 
people  are  further  from  Catholicism 


than  were,  for  example,  the  Romans. 
All  that  there  is  of  good  in  Confucian 
morals  and  in  filial  piety  is  contained 
in  Christianity.  It  remains  but  to  say 
that  the  Chinese  people  are  not  mystic. 
They  do  not  worry  themselves  about 
religious  problems,  but  are  eminently 
practical,  positive,  and  often  material- 
istic, absorbed  as  they  are  in  the  bitter 
fight  for  their  daily  bread.  Above  all 
they  are  a people  with  a good  natural 
aptitude  to  receive  the  grace  of  Re- 
demption. And  the  fact  of  conver- 
sions and  of  fidelity  to  religion  clearly 
proves  this. 

It  is  for  us  to  redouble  our  zeal  in 
placing  the  divine  leaven  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  this  mass  now  so  moved  and 
stirred  in  the  remaking  of  its  own 
proper  culture.  The  moment  is  prob- 
ably the  most  interesting  and  precious 
which  history  has  reserved  for  us.  The 
present  storm  is  shaking  the  ancient 
foundations  of  superstition.  It  will 
pass,  and  when  this  old  frame  will 
have  collapsed  I cherish  the  hope  that 
the  good  Chinese  people  will  search 
the  ”ubi  consistam”  (whither  my 
refuge)  and  will  recognize  that  the 
Catholic  Church  alone  is  able  to  offer 
it. 

Let  us  examine  now  the  difficulties 
raised  against  us.  Naturally,  I must 
limit  myself  to  citing  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal ones  met  in  China  today,  not  be- 
ing able  to  take  up  the  various  minor 
difficulties  which  are  common  to  the 
missionary  apostolate  wherever  ex- 
ercised. 

Patriotism 

The  most  agressive  enemy  of  the 
Catholic  missions  in  China  at  the 
present  moment  is  Bolshevism.  The 
missions  have  suffered  terribly  also 
from  the  storm  of  civil  war  and  from 
the  banditry  practised  by  dissatisfied 
men  and  disbanded  soldiers  who  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  general  dis- 
order and  lack  of  authority.  But  this 
material  violence  is  nothing  but  a pass- 


ing cyclone  bound  to  cease  sooner  or 
later. 

Bolshevism,  on  the  contrary,  as- 
sumes the  form  of  organized  and  al- 
most legal  banditry.  It  puts  forth 
socialistic  and  anti-religious  theories 
with  which  it  attempts  to  legitimate  all 
violence.  It  is  a Russian  importation 
but  is  now  largely  diffused  in  China. 
The  Bolshevistic  theories  have  greatly 
enflamed  the  educated  youth  of  the 
land,  calling  upon  it,  through  patriotic 
motives,  to  free  China  from  political 
and  economic  servitude  under  foreign 
powers.  Bolshevism  has  entered  the 
country  as  contraband,  wrapped  up  in 
the  nationalist  flag.  The  printed  word, 
money,  ammunitions,  spoken  propa- 
ganda, thorough  organization,  and 
even  violence  itself,  have  all  been 
pressed  into  service  to  disseminate  the 
Bolshevistic  idea. 

True  nationalism,  i.  e.,  the  sane  and 
realistic  Chinese  patriotism,  aroused  at 
the  psychological  moment  fell  into  the 
plot  of  the  Bolsheviks  and  in  the  at- 
tempt to  liberate  itself  from  the  so- 
called  foreign  imperialism  became  the 

. slave  of  Moscow.  The  reaction  at  first 
was  lively,  continued  and  energetic. 
But  too  much  seed  was  sown,  too  many 
weapons  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
communists,  and  the  work  of  return- 
ing to  normalcy  is  now  hard,  laborious, 
and  of  long  duration.  Bolshevism  is 
not  only  anti-Christian  but  also  anti- 
religious.  It  is  just  as  aggressive 
against  the  pagodas  as  It  is  against 
Christian  churches.  Its  hate  rages  the 
more  against  Catholicism  only  because 
there  it  finds  such  tenacious  resistance. 

A Salesian  missionary  who  was  cap- 
tured by  the  communists  and  passed 
fifteen  days  in  their  hands,  witnessing 
during  that  period  the  massacre  of  in- 
nocent citizens,  was  a fellow  passenger 
with  me  on  the  S.  S.  Cracovia  on  my 
way  to  Italy.  He  told  me  that  the 
communist  chief  discussed  the  social 
and  religious  doctrines  with  him,  hav- 
ing well  absorbed  all  the  common- 
places of  the  bolshevistic  theory,  par- 
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ticularly  a special  hatred  of  the  Pope. 
The  Bolsheviks  render  homage  to  the 
Pope  as  the  ass  of  Balaam,  visioning 
the  Rock  of  Peter  as  the  most  difficult 
bulwark  to  overthrow. 

In  fact  there  are  but  two  conceptions 
of  life,  either  that  materialistic  one 
which  tends  fatally  toward  Bolshevism 
or  that  spiritual  one  which  is  repre- 
sented by  the  teaching  of  the  Holy 
See.  It  is  the  eternal  antithesis:  the 
City  of  God  or  the  City  of  the  World; 
Christ  or  Antichrist. 

"Let  us  speak  clearly!”  wrote  a na- 
tionalist Bolshevik  propagandist  in  the 
magazine  Chinese  Youth  toward  the 
end  of  1924.  "We  Chinese  do  not  be- 
lieve that  besides  matter  we  are  spirit. 
We  do  not  believe  any  more  in  the 
existence  of  the  spiritual  world.  We 
prefer  the  struggle  of  violence,  ten- 
acity, patience  and  resignation  in  sub- 
mission.”^ Another  wrote  in  the  same 
magazine  also  in  1924:  "We  do  not 
know  what  to  do  about  this  Christian 
teaching  which  pretends  to  make  of 
all  men  slaves  of  God.  Nothing  is 
more  retrogressive  than  the  spirit  of 
religion.”^  However,  as  grave  as  the 
menace  is  in  China  today  we  hope  that 
this  immense  and  naturally  good  peo- 
ple will  not  become  a victim  of  the 
social  cataclysm  which  Bolshevism, 
would  be  for  China. 

We  are  comforted  in  our  hope,  be- 
sides the  reasons  of  the  supernatural 
order,  by  the  following  positive  argu- 
ments: 

1.  The  Chinese  people  are  a people 
full  of  plain  common  sense.  It  Is  true 
that  they  have  an  Innate  gregarious 
spirit  and  that  they  are  easily  led,  but 
while  they  can  be  enflamed  for  a mo- 
ment they  quickly  regain  their  equi- 
librium because  they  are  not  by  nature 
a mystical  people. 

2.  Where  Bolshevism  has  been  Im- 
planted with  its  red  flag  and  organ- 
ized government,  (that  is,  in  many  dis- 
tricts of  the  central  provinces  of 

1.  L.  Wieger,  S.J.:  Nationalisme,  p.  75. 

2.  L.  Wieger,  S.J.:  Nationalisme,  p.  144. 


China),  It  has  to  be  maintained  by 
force,  the  people  having  a passive  at- 
titude and  in  general  longing  for  the 
opportune  moment  of  liberating  them- 
selves from  these  new  tyrants. 

3.  In  China  there  are  not  many 
large  estates:  property  is  well  divided. 
The  communists  cannot  therefore  dis- 
tribute land  to  the  peasants  as  they 
did  in  Russia.  The  peasant  himself 
has  the  proper  sense  of  ownership  and 
will  not  easily  be  induced  to  renounce 
his  land  for  promises  which  he  under- 
stands only  in  a confused  manner  and 
against  which  his  innate  good  sense 
warns  him. 

4.  The  Chinese  nation  is  built  on 
the  family.  The  family  is  everything 
in  China.  And  if,  despite  the  disord- 
ers of  the  revolution,  people  continue 
to  live  and  to  work  In  the  interior  of 
China  as  if  times  were  normal,  this  is 
due  to  the  social  structure  built  upon 
the  institution  of  family  life  which  In 
its  extension,  constitutes  the  tribe. 
Bolshevism  preaches  a doctrine  which 
destroys  the  family,  attacking  thereby 
the  most  Intimate  and  most  profound 
basis  of  Chinese  life. 

5.  Finally,  the  national  government 
of  new  China  has  declared  unequivo- 
cally its  determination  to  combat  Bol- 
shevism and  has  recently  reported  not- 
able successes. 

We  must — as  the  Holy  Father  re- 
cently repeated  to  us  in  his  message  to 
the  world — respect  constituted  author- 
ity. We  wish  to  offer  to  the  Chinese 
government  our  loyalty  and  our  sup- 
port, praying  God  to  bless  their  ef- 
forts until  there  shall  be  re-established 
enduring  order,  peace,  and  material 
and  moral  well-being  among  the  great 
mass  of  Chinese  people. 

On  our  part,  with  the  help  of  such 
activities  as  the  Synodal  Commission, 
Catholic  Action,  Catholic  universities, 
mission  schools,  the  diffusion  of  good 
literature,  we  shall  endeavor  to  carry 
to  the  Chinese  people  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  Christian  sociology.  We  have 
translated  and  distributed  copies  of 


"Rerum  Novarum”  and  the  "Itnmor- 
tale  Dei,”  and  of  the  "Code  Social,” 
published  in  Belgium.  We  have  put 
out  three  Catholic  interpretations  of 
the  "Three  Principles  of  Dr.  Sun  Yat 
Sen,”  a book  looked  upon  as  the  gos- 
pel of  new  China.  Two  of  these  edi- 
tions are  the  work  of  the  Jesuits  of 
Shanghai,  the  other  of  the  Synodal 
Commission.  We  have  distributed 
thousands  of  leaflets  against  material- 
istic Bolshevism.  But  so  far  we  have 
done  little,  infinitely  inadequate  to  the 
needs;  the  task  is  immense  and  our 
means  are  as  yet  unequal  to  it.  But 
we  have  a strong  will  to  work,  and  a 
confidence  that  securely  guides  our 
way  as  a light  piercing  the  darkness 
allows  one  to  walk  securely  on  a diffi- 
cult path. 

Chinese  Nationalism 

Chinese  Nationalism,  in  its  more 
enthusiastic  phases  and  in  the  rhetoric 
of  New  China,  is  against  us,  just  as  it 
is  against  the  foreign  powers,  which  it 
labels  as  imperialists  and  exploiters. 
This  is  a sad  and  serious  fact  which 
we  do  not  attempt  to  deny.  There  ex- 
ists a widely  diffused  literature  and  a 
mass  of  leaflets  denouncing  Chris- 
tianity as  an  instrument  of  the  powers 
for  enslaving  China  in  the  so-called 
foreign  imperialism. 

In  1926,  the  more  agitated  period  of 
awakened  nationalism  and  the  time 
when  bolshevism  hid  itself  in  the  folds 
of  the  flag  and  in  the  flaunts  of  patri- 
otism, a mob  of  students  staged  an 
anti-Chrristian  demonstration  before 
the  Ministry  of  Education  in  Peking. 
They  carried  banners  emblazoned  with 
such  expressions  as: 

"Let  us  Fight  Against  Religious 
Invasion!” 

"Down  with  the  Christian  Religion!” 

"Students!  You  must  Abandon  the 
Mission  Schools!” 

"Mission  Schools  Must  Be  Sup- 
pressed!” 

Similar  demonstrations  took  place 


then  or  later  in  practically  all  the 
large  centers  of  the  country. 

Today  these  manifestations  are  less 
aggressive  and  less  frequent.  But  the 
nationalist  spirit  remains  not  a little 
imbued  with  prejudices  against  relig- 
ion and  against  the  missions. 

It  is  a question  principally  of  po- 
litical prejudices  and  also  of  precon- 
ceived notions  that  have  been  derived 
from  materialistic  preachings  of  the 
Bolshevik  propagandists  or  gleaned  in 
the  universities  of  America  and 
Europe. 

Protestants  feel  the  present  crisis 
even  more  than  we  do,  because  for 
them  the  external  crisis  is  aggravated 
by  the  internal  one  of  their  own  divi- 
sion and  of  lack  of  a central  directive 
power.  It  is  well  to  listen  to  the  bitter 
confession  made  by  a Protestant  in 
1927  in  an  article  in  the  "Chinese  Re- 
corder,” of  Shanghai,  entitled  "Is 
there  a Place  for  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary?”: 

"Never  have  we  been  more  bitterly 
criticized  than  at  present.  The  people 
whom  we  really  have  given  our  lives  to 
serve  have  failed  even  to  understand 
that  service,  and  have  ascribed  to  us 
all  sorts  of  degrading  ulterior  motives; 
have  called  us  forerunners  of  our  im- 
perialistic governments;  have  said  that 
we  come  abroad  because  there  was  no 
place  for  us  in  our  home  countries; 
have  made  all  manner  of  fun  of  us. 
The  churches  at  home,  on  whom  we 
have  leaned  for  sympathy,  are  with- 
drawing from  us,  and  we  see  the  work 
of  years  threatened  with  ruin,  when, 
many  of  us  feel,  a few  more  years 
would  put  it  on  a sound  basis. 

"Worst  of  all  for  some  of  us,  those 
things  for  which  we  have  lived  and 
dreamed  are  being  torn  from  us  in  the 
light  of  modern  science,  and  we  are 
robbed  of  our  very  souls.  Doubt  of 
the  value  of  our  message,  the  supreme 
doubt  of  all,  has  entered  into  our 
hearts,  and  lies  there  rotting  our  lives 
at  the  core. 
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"Have  we  then  any  place  in  the 
sun? 

"First  of  all  let  us  strip  ourselves  of 
any  imagined  strength.  Let  us  face 
frankly  the  facts  and  make  our  solemn 
confession. 

"We  have  too  often  thought  of 
propagating  a denominational  creed, 
of  making  Methodists  and  Presby- 
terians, Baptists  and  what  not,  rather 
than  of  teaching  the  Spirit  and  the 
Life.  Let  us  try  not  to  excuse  our- 
selves by  calling  it  loyalty  to  our  con- 
stituency at  home  who  put  up  the 
funds.  Jesus  told  us  that  we  could 
not  serve  God  and  mammon.  What 
have  we  been  about,  we  missionaries, 
that  even  one  of  us  has  failed  to  see 
that  the  God  we  glimpsed  at  that  mo- 
ment of  high  consecration  is  a God 
above  such  paltry  things?  We  have 
served  in  fear  and  arrogance;  in  fear 
of  those  who  gave  us  financial  support, 
in  arrogance  of  dogma  and  priestli- 
ness. 

"We  have  approached  these  foreign 
countries  not  in  the  spirit  in  which 
Christ  approached  men.  We  have 
come  too  often  in  lordliness  and  con- 
sciousness of  race  superiority.  We  have 
glorified  in  our  minds  the  conditions 
in  our  countries.  It  is  true  that  in  our 
loneliness  home  looked  very  sweet  and 
good.  But  that  is  no  excuse  for  fail- 
ing to  see  the  grave  faults  in  our  own 
civilizations.  Let  us  not  excuse  our- 
selves by  saying  that  this  is  because  of 
our  background;  that  we  did  not  know- 
ingly feel  superior;  that  it  is  the  fault 
of  our  race  to  insist  upon  its  superior- 
ity. All  this  may  be  true,  but  it  does 
not  excuse  us.  When  we  took  upon 
ourselves  that  vow  to  a higher  loyalty, 
why  did  we  not  see  that  Christ’s  loyalty 
was  to  humanity  and  make  ours  that 
also. 

"Let  us  tell  the  truth. 

"Consciously  or  unconsciously  we 
have  come  to  these  foreign  countries 
saying  in  our  hearts  that  we  had  all 
to  give  and  nothing  to  get.  We  have 
not,  as  universally  as  we  should,  sought 


to  understand  the  civilizations  with 
which  we  dealt,  and  to  conserve  the 
tremendous  forces  for  good  in  them. 
We  have  too  seldom  been  able  to 
acknowledge  even,  that  they  were  in 
any  points  equal  to  our  own.  Living 
as  administrators  of  funds  in  a foreign 
country,  it  is  quite  true  that  we  have 
been  honest,  hard  working  and  un- 
sparing of  ourselves.  But  we  have  also 
been  autocratic  and  have  not  taken  our 
brothers  of  other  races,  in  whose  coun- 
tries we  were  guests,  into  our  confi- 
dence and  asked  their  advice  and  co- 
operation. After  all  it  is  their  country 
and  their  people  and  we  were  not  in- 
vited guests.  We  have  had  the  abom- 
inable attitude  of  the  one  who  confers 
a favor.  We  have  felt  that  we  were 
making  a sacrifice.  Even  though  we 
have  spent  our  life  blood  and  have 
broken  our  hearts  in  sympathy,  it  has 
been  as  a favor. 

"Can  we  honestly  wonder  that  this 
little  band  of  followers  is  apathetic? 
Perhaps  we  have  shown  Christ  to  them 
so  brokenly  that  they  have  never  seen 
clearly  whom  it  is  that  they  follow. . . 

"We  have — oh  quite  true,  uncon- 
sciously— but  then  we  have — so  en- 
tangled the  simple  clear  teachings  and 
life  of  Christ  with  the  trappings  of 
our  western  civilization  that  we  are 
now  fairly  open  to  the  accusation  that 
we  have  come  seeking  to  impress  our 
civilization  upon  the  civilization  of  an- 
other race.  Church  organizations, 
customs,  rites,  creeds,  social  systems, 
habits — all  these  we  have  introduced. 
It  is  true  we  have  honestly  thought 
they  were  a benefit  to  the  inferior 
country  and  really  the  outgrowths  of 
Christianity.  Perhaps  it  was  only 
when  the  great  war  came  and  we  saw 
to  our  dismay  we  had  also  introduced 
gunboats  and  militarism  and  the  spirit 
of  competition  that  we  began  to  see 
our  mistake.  But  the  mischief  is  done; 
innocently  or  no  it  is  done.  It  will 
take  a long,  long  time,  if  ever  our  race 
can  do  it  at  all,  to  show  that  Christ 
has  nothing  to  do  with  these.  We 


have  ascribed  all  sorts  of  things  to 
Him,  the  patient,  silent  Christ,  and  we 
have  made  Him  the  Unloved,  because 
we  have  not  been  loved,  who  repre- 
sent Him.  . . . 

"Is  there  no  place  for  us  under  the 
sun?  There  is  always  a place  for  one 
like  unto  the  Son  of  Man.  When  we 
can  literally  follow  His  directions,  take 
unto  ourselves  the  hearts  of  little  chil- 
dren, and  become  like  Him,  then  there 
will  be  still  a place  for  us. 

"What  does  it  mean  practically? 
What  kind  of  missionary  has  still  a 
place  in  these  times?”  asks  the  writer. 
And  he  himself  answers  that  there  is 
a place  for  one  "who  has  really  tran- 
scended the  boundaries  of  race  feel- 
ing,” "who  has  cast  aside  the  dogma 
of  race  or  national  superiority,”  and 
"has  a fresh  vision  of  what  humanity 
. . . needs.  No  more  sermons  that 
leave  the  hungry  souls  unfed”.  . . . 
"Let  us  see  once  for  all  that  what 
Christ  taught  was  Spirit  and  Life.” 

We  leave  to  this  Protestant  gentle- 
man the  responsibility  for  his  unhappy 
personal  findings.  For  ourselves, 
while  we  readily  acknowledge  the 
crisis  that  is  upon  the  missions  through 
the  nationalistic  spirit  of  New  China, 
at  the  same  time  we  are  conscious  of 
the  steadfastness  of  the  Catholic 
population.  We  build  our  hope  on 
both  supernatural  and  human  argu- 
ments that  encourage  us  in  our  dif- 
ficult task. 

True,  there  is  a crisis,  and  it  is  grave, 
widespread  and  profound.  However, 
there  is  no  question  of  any  crisis  in 
the  Divine  work  of  the  Catholic  mis- 
sions, but  simply  a crisis  of  method 
and  of  growth. 

Let  us  examine  courageously  the 
facts  and  go  back  to  the  very  sources 
of  the  matter.  There  was  a time,  after 
the  violent  and  victorious  repression 
of  the  Boxer  Uprising  in  1900,  when 
students  of  the  situation  discussed 
what  sphere  of  influence  could  be  es- 
tablished for  the  church  in  different 
territories  of  China.  Monsignor 


Duchesne,  an  acute  observer,  was  led 
to  believe  that  with  the  prestige  and 
diffusion  of  Western  civilization, 
which  is  Christian  in  its  foundations, 
Christianity  would  also  be  introduced. 

This  in  truth  was  verified,  though  in 
a relatively  small  proportion.  Some 
Chinese  did  in  fact  come  to  us  be- 
cause we  were  foreigners  and  could 
afford  them  protection  against  their 
own  authorities.  But  these  advantages, 
due  to  an  artificial  state  of  affairs,  had 
the  fatal  consequence  that  the  mass 
of  pagans  and  especially  the  educated 
classes  were  led  to  confuse  religion, 
politics  and  foreign  expansion  in  one 
vast  and  profound  hatred. 

If  at  first  the  Chinese,  especially  the 
poor,  sought  us  because  we  were  for- 
eigners, today  they  flee  from  us  for 
that  reason.  It  is  useless  to  deny  or 
overlook  this  turning  point  of  the 
situation.  With  the  shattering  of  the 
dream  of  a political  regime  under  for- 
eign control,  it  could  not  but  follow 
that  the  foreign  missions  also,  wrongly 
confused  as  accomplices  of  this  politi- 
cal scheme,  should  likewise  suffer. 

But,  let  me  repeat,  it  is  merely  a 
question  of  a crisis  in  method,  not  a 
crisis  in  the  apostolate  itself.  Nor  is 
there  any  question  of  the  zeal  of  the 
missionaries  who  have  been  ever 
animated  wtih  the  best  of  intentions 
and  with  the  desire  to  bring  in  the 
greatest  number  of  wedding  guests  to 
the  marriage  feast  of  the  gospel  nar- 
rative. "Compel  them  to  come  in.”  It 
is  well  to  remember  also  that  the 
Church  has  always  found  fictitious 
charges  as  so  many  obstacles  placed  in 
her  way.  In  the  IVth  and  Vth  cen- 
turies the  Romans  accused  Christian- 
ity of  having  caused  the  fall  of  the 
Empire  by  the  insults  given  to  the 
gods. 

Face  to  face  with  the  present  crisis, 
we  have  suddenly  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  people,  fortified  as  we 
are  by  our  sincerity,  our  liberty  and 
our  charity.  We  have  been  truly  all 
things  to  all  men,  suffering  with  the 


people,  sticking  to  our  posts  in  dan- 
ger and  even  at  the  price  of  death. 
And  the  truth  is  gradually  clearing 
away  the  prejudices  lurking  in  the 
minds  of  the  people.  The  Papal  Mes- 
sage of  1928  is  penetrating  everywhere 
like  a powerful  beacon  of  light.  Facts 
are  giving  the  lie  to  the  false  declama- 
tions of  rhetoric.  We  sincerely  rejoice 
that  friendly  relations  are  being  es- 
tablished between  the  Powers  and 
China.  Our  Christian  sentiments  can- 
not but  make  us  wish  for  a sincere 
accord  arrived  at  in  a spirit  of  mutual 
trust,  that  will  assure  peace,  stabilize 
the  exchange,  eradicate  suspicions,  and 
inaugurate  a new  period  of  fruitful 
cooperation.  The  Chinese  people  have 
suffered  grievously  and  seek  nothing 
more  than  liberation  from  the  wide- 
spread revolts  and  banditry,  that  they 
may  be  able  to  labor  in  peace  and 
resume  their  commerce  with  foreign 
nations. 

Our  missions,  which  have  likewise 
suffered,  will  undoubtedly  feel  the 
benefit  of  sincere  and  trustful  treaties 
between  the  outside  powers  and  China. 

If  the  method  of  political  prestige 
is  now  of  little  or  no  use,  what  means 
shall  we  adopt  to  face  the  crisis  pro- 
duced by  nationalism?  What  methods 
shall  we  use  for  the  diffusion  of  the 
good  tidings?  What  instruments  shall 
we  make  use  of  to  break  down  the 
prejudices  that  impede  our  work? 

The  answer  is  easy.  We  shall  use 
the  methods  adopted  by  the  apostles. 
For  us  there  is  nothing  new  in  this, 
for  the  apostolic  method  has  ever  been 
the  base  and  foundation  of  our  activ- 
ity even  though  we  at  times  adopt 
other  contingent  means  suggested  by 
the  opportunities  of  the  moment.  We 
have  no  fear  of  the  new  Chinese  na- 
tionalism, because  its  hatred  for  us  is 
based  on  the  false  idea  and  a false  ap- 
preciation of  our  work.  It  will  be  dis- 
armed as  soon  as  it  knows  the  Cath- 
olic Church  as  it  is  in  reality. 

We  await  with  confidence  this 
moment. 


Last  summer  a cultured  young 
Chinese  nationalist  presented  me  with 
a book  on  the  vindication  of  New 
China.  In  it  I found  a page  where  the 
usual  common-places  against  Chris- 
tianity were  quoted,  listing  the  Church 
as  an  activity  closely  connected  with 
the  politics  of  the  Foreign  Powers. 
When  the  youth  called  again  I ex- 
plained to  him  the  true  essence  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  He  then  told  me 
that  he  had  written  that  page  in  per- 
fect good  faith  and  that  all,  or  almost 
all,  his  companions  thought  the  same 
way.  He  was  glad  to  change  his  opin- 
ion and  said  he  was  sure  his  friends 
would  also  have  changed  theirs  had 
they  known  the  Church  better. 

There  is  need  of  clarification,  he 
concluded.  And  it  is  for  this  work 
that  the  native-staffed  Chinese  mis- 
sions have  a great  value. 

Let  us  examine  our  method,  which 
is  old  but  ever  new. 

No  Question  of  Race 

For  us  there  does  not  exist  the  ques- 
tion of  race.  The  Catholic  philosopher, 
Maritain  writes:  "The  inferiority  com- 
plex of  the  non-white  races  has  for 
too  long  a time  painted  the  missionary 
as  the  apostle  not  only  of  Jesus  Christ, 
but  also  of  some  new  national  culture, 
or,  at  times,  as  the  advance  agents  of 
colonizing  or  commercial  interests. 
This  is  one  of  the  principal  obstacles 
in  the  evangelization  of  the  world.” 
The  Chinese,  in  the  pride  of  their 
ancient  humanistic  culture,  are  espe- 
cially sensitive  on  the  question  of  race. 

But  the  very  essence  of  Christianity 
and  the  precise  and  solemn  declara- 
tions of  the  Holy  Father  in  His 
Encyclical  "Rerum  Ecclesiae”  exclude 
the  harboring  of  wrong  ideas  on  this 
point.  There  is  the  further  fact  of  the 
consecration  of  six  Chinese  bishops  in 
Rome  by  the  Pope  himself  in  the 
presence  of  representatives  of  all  the 
nations.  And  this  at  a time  when  China 
was  fighting  indefatigably  against  the 
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So-called  unequal  treaties.  This  daring 
and  apostolic  gesture  on  the  part  of 
the  Holy  Father  has  already  given  a 
higher  sense  of  dignity  to  the  Chinese 
Catholics  who  were  once  insulted  with 
the  abusive  appellative  of  "running 
dogs  of  the  foreigner!”  and  has  pro- 
duced a favorable  impression  in  the 
diplomatic  and  intellectual  circles  of 
China. 

A Foreign  Minister  in  China  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  that  the 
Chinese,  in  such  a solemn  manner, 
had  been  treated  on  an  equal  footing, 
and  added,  "Up  to  the  present,  Chris- 
tianity has  been  imported  into  China 
as  a foreign  plant,  to  be  raised  in  a 
flower-pot;  but  now  the  plant  has  been 
placed  in  Chinese  soil  and  gives 
promise  of  spreading  its  roots  and 
growing  more  freely.” 

No  Political  Aggression  on  the  Part 
of  the  Church 

Every  pontifical  document,  from  the 
Bull  of  Clement  V.  addressed  to  the 
first  Archbishop  of  Peking,  John  of 
Monte  Corvino,  and  conferring  on  him 
the  faculty  of  consecrating  other 
bishops,  down  to  the  Papal  Message 
broadcast  by  Radio  on  February  12, 
enjoins  upon  the  missionaries  the  sole 
duty  of  preaching  the  gospel  and  give 
strict  instructions  against  mingling  in 
politics  or  commerce. 

In  the  letter  "Ab  ipsis  Pontificatis 
exordii^’  of  June  15,  1926,  the  Holy 
Father  uttered  these  solemn  words: 
"The  Church  has  never  permitted  her 
missionaries  to  serve  as  political  instru- 
ments of  earthly  powers.  The  Church, 
as  history  proves,  adapts  herself  to 
every  nation,  to  every  government. 
She  has  always  taught  and  still  con- 
tinues to  teach  respect  and  obedience 
to  legitimately  constituted  civil  author- 
ity. She  asks  for  her  missionaries  and 
faithful  nothing  more  than  the  liberty, 
safety  and  rights  afforded  to  all 
citizens.” 

The  acts  of  the  First  Chinese  Coun- 


cil of  bishops  contain  the  following 
resolutions  and  declarations,  o u t - 
standing  in  their  shining  truth  and 
their  Christian  charity: 

"It  does  not  pertain  to  us  to 
denounce  by  word  or  by  writing,  any 
defects  of  the  Chinese  people  and 
much  less  to  condemn  or  despise  any 
of  their  customs,  institutions  or  laws 
which  are  not  openly  vicious.”  (D. 
694). 

"We  are  in  China  as  Ambassadors 
of  Christ,  desirous  of  helping  in  every 
way  possible  our  Chinese  brothers,  and 
solicitous  lest  we  bring  on  them  the 
slightest  harm.  We  must  always  honor 
and  protect  in  the  Chinese  people 
their  legitimate  patriotism  when  it  is 
not  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the 
gospel.”  (D.  695). 

"When  it  happens  that  mention 
must  be  made  of  some  crime,  as  for 
example  the  cruelty  of  the  bandits,  let 
there  be  employed  careful  distinctions, 
lest  it  seem  that  the  entire  Chinese 
people  are  included  in  the  accusation. 

If  conflicts  and  hostilities  arise  be- 
tween China  and  the  foreign  nations, 
let  the  missionaries  adopt  in  their 
words  and  actions  a careful  prudence, 
keeping  aloof  from  both  sides  of  the 
dispute  as  long  as  the  political  feeling 
is  not  turned  against  the  mission.” 
(D.  696): 

"Recourse  to  foreign  authority  is  to 
be  employed  only  in  case  of  necessity, 
after  every  other  means  of  settling 
the  affair  has  been  tried.  (D.  700). 

"Each  missionary  should  study  care- 
fully to  maintain  polite  and  friendly 
relations  with  the  Chinese  authorities 
and  Mandarins.”  (697). 

The  First  Chinese  Council,  it  should 
be  noted,  was  held  at  Shanghai  in 
1924,  before  the  outbreak  of  the  na- 
tiohalist  revolution.  The  norms 
adopted  were  not  born  of  opportu- 
nism but  derived  purely  and  simply 
from  the  Gospel  and  from  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Holy  See.  With  this  codex 
of  laws  in  hand,  we  can  look  our 
adversaries  in  the  face  and  offer  them 
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an  irrefutable  document  with  which 
they  can  correct  their  erroneous 
judgments. 

The  Papal  Message  of  August  1,  1929 

The  Message  of  August  1,  in  which 
the  Holy  Father  expressed  his  joy  that 
peace  and  unification  had  come  to 
China  and  his  wishes  that  she  would 
attain  her  legitimate  aspirations, 
travelled  through  China  like  lightning 
and  made  a tremendous  impression. 
The  Chinese  diplomatic  circles  and  the 
cultured  classes,  who  had  been  under 
the  impression  that  the  Pope  was 
bound  to  the  political  ideas  of  the  for- 
eign powers,  were  surprised  at  his 
liberty  and  apostolic  charity,  and  were 
quick  to  manifest  their  gratitude. 

The  Message  occasioned  surprise 
also  in  certain  foreign  circles.  There 
were  even  some  missionaries,  "praisers 
of  the  times  that-used-to-be”,  who  had 
not  understood  the  evolution  of  China 
and  clung  desperately  to  the  old  con- 
ditions that  were  inevitably  suppressed. 
These  were  a little  disturbed  by  the 
Message. 

The  words  of  the  Pope  filled  the 
Chinese  Catholics  with  joy,  especially 
the  student  classes.  I am  deeply  con- 
vinced that  the  Papal  Message  to 
China  was  a powerful  preventative 
that  averted  many  greater  evils  from 
the  missions  and  will  contribute  even 
more  in  the  future  toward  proving  that 
the  Catholic  Church  is  not  the  enemy, 
but  the  friend,  of  the  Chinese. 

A year  after  the  Papal  Message,  the 
dean  of  the  Diplomatic  Corps  of 
Peking,  on  the  occasion  of  the  solemn 
funeral  ceremonies  of  Dr.  Sun  Yat 
Sen,  Founder  of  the  Chinese  Republic, 
held  at  Nanking,  practically  repeated 
the  very  things  the  Holy  Father  had 
said  twelve  months  before. 

I was  present  at  these  funeral  obse- 
quies as  the  Representative  of  the 
Holy  See;  the  invitation  by  the  Gov- 
ernment was  an  act  of  recognition  to- 
wards the  Holy  See.  My  assistance 


at  the  function,  (after  due  reservations 
of  a doctrinal  character  had  been  pub- 
lished) was  a sign  of  Catholic  loyalty 
to  constituted  authority  and  contrib- 
uted toward  bringing  to  scorn  the  cur- 
rent prejudices  against  the  Church. 

I travelled  last  year  to  the  deep 
interior  Province  of  Szechwan  (to  con- 
secrate two  Chinese  bishops)  and  while 
there  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
immediately  reminded  me  of  the  Papal 
Message  and  were  most  deferential 
to  me. 

And  on  November  12  of  last  year, 
while  I was  in  Canton,  the  Vice-Gov- 
ernor of  the  Province,  at  a dinner  in 
my  honor  as  Representative  of  the 
Pope,  concluded  a toast  to  me  with  the 
following  words:  "You  are  going  to 
Rome,  Monsignor.  Would  you  be 
pleased  to  express  to  the  Holy  Father 
the  gratitude  which  we  feel  for  the 
Papal  Message,  so  generous  and  so 
noble,  which  he  addressed  to  us?” 

So,  little  by  little,  truth  makes  way. 
Time  works  for,  and  not  against,  the 
Church.  We  shall  continue  our  apos- 
tolate  with  full  confidence,  knowing 
that  it  is  the  work  of  God  and  that  the 
Catholic  Church  is  in  no  way  incom- 
patible with  the  genius  of  the  Chinese 
people.  It  offers  them  no  affront,  but 
on  the  contrary,  offers  them  the  best 
and  most  fruitful  elements  for  a true 
rebirth,  just  as  it  did  in  the  past  to  the 
Western  world. 

The  Crisis  of  Growth  and  the 
Native-Staffed  Missions 

I mentioned  before  that  the  crisis 
of  the  missions  is  merely  a crisis  of 
growth.  And  this  is  a crisis  of  life, 
not  of  dissolution.  At  a certain  period 
of  life,  the  missions  reach  the  age  of 
maturity  and  the  time  arrives  for  the 
foreign  missionaries,  as  the  fathers,  to 
cede  their  places  to  the  sons,  just  as 
happens  in  the  human  family.  The 
work  of  the  native-staffed  missions  is 
proceeding  prudently  and  method- 
ically without  putting  the  cart  before 


the  horse.  Native-staffed  missions 
represent  the  final  goal,  the  crowning 
achievement  of  long  weary  years  of 
apostolic  labor  by  the  foreign  mission- 
aries. They  represent  also  the  glory 
of  the  great  family  of  religious  con- 
gregations which  have  brought  them 
to  the  maturity  which  St.  Paul  calls 
"God’s  husbandry.”  (I  Cor.  Ill,  9.). 

Various  projects  on  this  matter  have 
been  proposed  by  the  Apostolic  Vicars 
and  these  are  being  carefully  studied 
with  the  collaboration  of  the  bishops 
themselves. 

A splendid  example  of  Christian 
charity  was  the  recent  generosity  of  a 
Vicariate  and  the  Religious  Congrega- 
tion to  which  the  Vicariate  was  con- 
fided. A certain  native-staffed  mission 
was  being  prepared  but  lacked  the 
necessary  endowment.  The  Vicariate 
and  the  Congregation  borrowed  the 
money  from  outside  and  contracted 
the  obligation  of  debt  in  order  to  give 
the  necessary  amount  to  the  indig- 
enous clergy  for  the  establishment  of 
its  mission. 

Looking  Towards  Rome 
\ 

Our  confidence  never  vacillates  be- 
cause our  eyes  and  hearts  are  ever 
fixed  on  the  Vatican.  Our  mission- 
aries are  profoundly  papal.  Never 
before,  in  my  opinion,  was  there  a 
stronger  bond  with  Rome  than  at  the 
present  time.  Discussions  and  vary- 
ing points  of  view,  deplorable  as  they 
may  be,  in  no  way  break  this  union, 
for  when  the  question  of  obedience 
comes  into  play,  our  missionaries  know 
how  to  obey  and  to  sacrifice  self.  Cer- 
tain exceptions,  rare  as  these  are,  do 
but  prove  the  rule,  and  throw  into 
relief  the  papal  sentiment  of  our  clergy 
to  which  I am  only  too  glad  to  render 
public  testimony  and  honor. 

Allow  me  here  to  make  a few  paren- 
thetical remarks,  on  this  point.  Before 
me  in  this  chapel,^  are  the  bones  of 
Cardinal  Tournon,  who  was  Papal  Leg- 


ate to  China  in  1700.  He  is  considered 
by  us  as  a martyr  to  papal  fidelity  and 
as  a victim  of  the  discord  and  political 
meddlings  which  then  infested  the 
apostolic  field  in  China.  He  was 
unbelievably  ill-treated  by  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  authorities  of  Macao  and 
received  the  Red  Hat  while  languish- 
ing in  prison.  He  died  a few  days 
later  (1710)  broken  in  mind  and  body. 
The  remains  of  the  Cardinal  were 
carried  to  Rome  in  1723  by  Monsignor 
Mezzabarba  and  lie  here  before  us.  It 
seems  to  me  that  a tremor  of  joy 
should  pass  over  them  as  I stand  here 
lauding  the  doctrinal  unity  and  papal 
spirit  of  our  missionaries. 

We  are  united  to  the  Pope  because 
He  is  our  leader  and  teacher,  but  we 
are  united  also  by  the  bond  of  filial 
piety,  because  He  is  our  loving  and 
solicitous  Father  and  because  He 
shares  in  His  own  heart,  all  the  suffer- 
ings encountered  in  the  missionary 
apostolate.  Let  me  take  the  words  of 
the  philosopher  Maritain  in  his  beau- 
tiful book,  "La  Primaute  du  Spirituel” 
and  make  them  my  own  as  spokesman 
of  the  missionaries.  "The  love  which 
I cherish  towards  the  Vicar  of  Christ 
Crucified  makes  me  experience  the 
depths  of  His  sorrows,  of  His  paternal 
griefs.  He  must  provide  for  the  whole 
world.  If  he  punishes  it  is  for  the 
good  of  souls  and  to  cure  the  afflic- 
tions of  the  flock  of  Christ.  In  the 
awful  solitude  which  elevates  Him 
above  all  men,  all  the  sorrows  of 
Christianity  find  their  repercussion  in 
Him;  he  acts  the  part  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  He  exposes  Himself  for  the 
love  of  all,  weighed  down  by  the  con- 
sciousness of  His  responsibility.  In 
the  great  mass  of  Christians  there  is 
the  natural  disagreement  born  of 
human  sentiments  of  different  natures. 
Who  can  fathom  the  sadness  of  the 
Pope,  the  great  anguish  of  the  lonely 
Watchman  in  the  lofty  tower  of  the 
Church!”  . 

We  missionaries  feel  especially  the 
anguish  which  grips  the  heart  of  the 
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Pope  at  the  sight  of  the  immense 
pagan  masses,  and  we  feel  that  His 
directives  surpass  all  human  directives 
and  guide  unfailingly  the  missionary 
army  to  victory.  With  Him  success, 
without  Him,  or  against  Him,  defeat: 
"He  that  gathereth  not  with  Me,  scat- 
tereth”  (Luke  XI:23).  The  "Maximum 
Illud”  and  the  "Rerum  Ecclesiae”  are 
our  Magna  Charta:  outside  of  them 
there  is  no  salvation. 

It  is  the  supernatural  which  ever 
creeps  into  our  arguments  because  the 
missionary  lives  on  the  supernatural 
and  without  it  he  cannot  exist  and  can- 
not  be  understood. 

The  Glorious  Conduct  of  the 
Missionaries 

That  the  supernatural  is  the  order 
of  the  day  in  China  is  attested  by  the 
heroism  with  which  the  missionaries 
practice  the  counsel  of  St.  Paul:  "Be 
not  overcome  by  evil  but  overcome 
evil  by  good.”  (Rom.  12:21).  With 
the  welcome  diffusion  of  the  release  of 
"Fides  Service”  you  already  know  that 
wonderful  page  of  missionary  history 
which  is  being  written  to  day  in  China, 
a page  worthy  of  the  heroic  times  of 
the  primitive  Church.  The  mission- 
aries well  merit  the  calling  of  their 
conduct  "magnificent”  by  the  Holy 
Father.  Permit  me  to  offer  some  ex- 
amples which  are  less  known  and 
which  are  capable  of  telling  you  how 
so  many  hidden  missionaries  of  inte- 
rior China  have  undergone,  especially 
in  places  ravaged  continually  by  war 
or  in  the  power  of  the  Communists,  a 
daily  martyrdom,  administered  drop 
by  drop, — a martyrdom  which  seems 
none  the  less  meritorious  than  that 
cruelly  but  suddenly  administered. 
The  vexations  almost  without  truce, 
ceasing  momentarily  only  to  begin 
again;  the  atmosphere  of  suspicion,  of 
antipathy  and  often  of  hate,  these  the 
missionary  faces,  armed  only  with 
charity  and  insuperable  patience.  He 
undergoes  moral  and,  physical  suffer- 


ings which  defy  description:  but  "if 
the  flesh  is  weak,  the  spirit  is  willing.” 

In  the  recent  martyrology  of  the 
Church  in  China  there  is  no  distinc- 
tion of  nationality  or  congregation:  all 
— missionaries  old  and  young,  reli- 
gious and  Chinese  secular  priests; — 
all  have  endured  equally  the  bitter 
trials. 

A co-worker  of  Father  Crocq, 
Father  Maillot  of  the  Paris  Foreign 
Mission  Seminary,  concludes  his  des- 
cription of  the  fortunate  liberation  of 
his  companion  with  these  words:  "In 
such  extremities  one  can  place  his 
hope  in  God  alone.  Personally,  I 
grieve  that  it  was  not  given  to  me  to 
share  the  sufferings  of  my  older  con- 
freres, as  would  befit  a newly  arrived 
recruit.  On  the  contrary,  I am  the 
one  who  has  suffered  the  least  in  this 
whole  affair,  possessing  still  my  robust 
health  and  being  the  first  to  escape 
from  this  hell.  Let  us  hope  that  in  the 
sufferings  yet  to  come  I will  receive 
a better  portion.”^ 

Bishop  Mignani  wrote  me  the  fol- 
lowing words  in  one  of  his  frequent 
letters  that  are  so  truly  edifying: 

Kiukiang,  Nov.  28,  1930. 

"During  the  45  days  of  the  Bol- 
shevik regime  in  Kian  itself,  I never 
once  missed  the  Holy  Sacrifice.  Our 
Chinese  confrere.  Father  Paul  Lo, 
succeeded  in  gathering  the  prepar- 
atory seminarians  in  the  attic  of  one 
of  the  houses,  where  he  was  also  able 
to  assemble  the  Daughters  of  Saint 
Anne.  There,  between  two  and  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  Mass  was 
celebrated  and  all  present,  including 
some  poor  Christians,  received  Holy 
Communion.  Thanks  be  to  God.” 

The  Prefect  Apostolic  of  the  Mis- 
sion of  Tingchow,  confided  to  the  Ger- 
man Dominicans,  wrote  on  January  25, 
1931,  "The  vineyard  of  the  Lord  is 
destroyed  . . . but  we  despair  not.  We 
wish  to  labor  and  to  die  in  our  as- 
signed positions,  confident  in  the  help 
of  God  and  hoping  that  after  these 
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tribulations  we  shall  receive  a greater 
blessing.” 

In  April  of  last  year  two  mission- 
aries of  the  Vicariate  of  Hanyang  be- 
held the  Communist  soldiers  suddenly 
break  into  their  residence.  Com- 
prehending the  danger  immediately, 
they  knelt  down  and  mutually  gave 
absolution  "in  danger  of  death.”  They 
were  captured  and  led  away.  Mon- 
signor Galvin,  their  Bishop,  wrote  me 
on  May  27,  "I  have  the  most  un- 
bounded confidence  in  the  Great  God, 
for  they  are  His  priests  and  His  mis- 
sionaries, and  He  will  know  how  to 
take  care  of  them.  If  He  wants  their 
lives,  welcome  be  His  Holy  Will.” 

The  Fathers  were  freed  almost  mir- 
aculously towards  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber. Just  lately  I received  a beautiful 
letter  from  Bishop  Galvin  giving  me 
the  details  of  their  imprisonment  and 
of  their  liberation. 

"You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  both 
of  them  are  well  and  ready  to  go  back 
to  the  missions.  It  is  impossible  to 
tell,  in  a letter,  what  they  suffered  dur- 
ing those  seven  months.  They  faced 
death  many  times;  the  dread  of  torture 
was  always  before  them.  Their  food 
was  bad.  During  summer  they  suf- 
fered from  dysentery  and  malaria. 
Their  clothes  became  so  covered  with 
vermin  that  it  was  a torture  in  itself. 
Around  them  was  immorality  of  every 
kind. 

"And,  yet,  in  that  infernal  place, 
God  was  working  in  His  own  strange 
and  wonderful  way.  The  man  who 
owned  the  house,  and  who  had  been 
robbed  of  everything  by  the  Com- 
munists, took  pity  on  the  priests.  He 
tried  to  help  them.  God  sent  that  man 
to  them,  I think.  He  became  very 
friendly,  and  finally,  expressed  the 
desire  to  become  a Christian.  Of 
course,  religion  was  banned,  but  the 
priests  took  advantage  of  every  op- 
portunity to  instruct  him  in  the  prin- 
cipal truths  of  the  Catholic  religion. 
One  of  them  watched  the  guards  while 
the  other  instructed  him  for  a few 


minutes  at  a time,  as  opportunity  of- 
fered. They  continued  to  instruct  him 
for  three  weeks  and  finally,  when  they 
were  about  to  be  moved  from  that 
place,  they  baptized  him.  Father 
Linehan  watched  the  Guards,  Father 
Laffan  baptized  him,  giving  him  the 
name  of  Joseph.  The  poor  man  him- 
self knelt  on  the  ground,  and  with  his 
hands  joined,  repeated  over  and  over 
again,  'God  forgive  me  my  sins.’ 

"Towards  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber Father  Fernandez,  the  Spanish 
missionary,  was  brought  to  their 
prison.  He  was  convinced  that  Saint 
Columban  would  save  them,  so  all 
three  began  to  pray  to  Columban.  As 
the  23rd  of  November,  the  feast  of  St. 
Columban,  drew  near,  they  prayed 
with  great  earnestness.  At  last  the  day 
came,  the  feast  of  St.  Columban.  The 
long  hours  of  that  day  dragged  slowly 
on.  No  news  came.  They  began  to 
lose  hope.  They  felt  if  St.  Columban 
could  not  save  them  that  it  was  a sign 
that  God  wanted  them  to  die.  Sud- 
denly at  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the 
guard  stepped  into  the  prison,  and 
said  that  Father  Fernandez  was  free, 
and  that  he  might  go  where  he  wished. 
The  poor  old  Father  knelt  down  to  of- 
fer his  thanks  to  St.  Columban.  He 
gave  every  rag  of  clothes  he  could 
spare  to  Father  Laffan  and  Father 
Linehan,  and  bidding  them  good-bye, 
he  left  the  prison. 

"When  he  had  gone,  a horrible  feel- 
ing of  despair  settled  over  them.  St. 
Columban  had  saved  a stranger;  he 
had  left  his  own  behind  to  die.  They 
felt  that  God  wanted  their  lives.  In 
the  church  in  Sientaochen,  seven 
months  before,  when  the  Communists 
had  surrounded  the  mission,  and  when 
the  Sisters  were  helpless  in  their  hands. 
Father  Laffan  had  knelt  in  the  Church, 
before  an  empty  Tabernacle,  and  had 
offered  his  life  to  God  to  save  the  Sis- 
ters. They  felt  now,  that  God  had 
accepted  that  offering.  They  pre- 
pared for  death.  They  were  ready  to 
die. 
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"Bui  they  still  prayed  to  St.  Colum- 
ban.  They  were  convinced  that  death 
was  coming.  But  it  did  not  come,  for, 
on  the  last  day  of  the  Octave  of  St. 
Columban,  word  came  to  them  that 
they  were  free.  They  began  their 
journey  through  a country  that  was 
entirely  Communistic,  and  on  the  Feast 
of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  they  reached  the 
Yangtse  River,  where  Father  Quinlan, 
Father  Fernandez  and  I were  waiting 
for  them. 

"We  came  down  the  river  with  joy 
in  our  hearts.  Next  morning  I said 
Mass  on  the  boat  as  we  moved  along. 
I wished  one  of  the  captive  priests  to 
say  it,  but  they  were  weak:  they  had 
not  said  Mass  for  seven  months  and 
they  were  afraid  they  had  forgotten 
how  to  say  it.  So  I said  it  for  them, 
and  I gave  them  Communion  at  the 
Mass. 

"Since  you  are  in  Rome,  they  ask 
me  to  request  that  you  offer  the  pledge 
of  their  loyalty  to  the  Holy  Father 
and  they  ask  especially  that  He 
remember  in  His  Mass  the  poor  man 
whom  they  baptized.” 

Does  it  not  seem  that  we  are  read- 
ing one  of  the  touching  episodes  of 
ancient  Christian  Rome?  Does  it  not 
bring  to  mind  the  baptism  of  the  Jailer 
of  Philippus  by  St.  Paul? 

Here  there  is  no  missionary  rom- 
anticism, but  the  naivete  of  a story, 
which,  by  its  very  simplicity  sounds 
the  depths  of  human  and  Christian 
sensibility. 

These  captives  of  the  missionaries 
recall  also  the  captivity  of  Babylon 
and  the  words  of  Tobias:  "He  bath 
scattered  you  among  the  Gentiles,  who 
know  Him  not,  that  you  might  declare 
His  wonderful  works.”  (Tob.  XIII,  4). 

Bishop  Massi,  Vicar  Apostolic  of 
Hankow,  wrote  recently  with  feelings 
of  generosity  and  sincere  realism: 
"These  captures  are  efficacious  for  the 
work  of  the  apostolate  among  our 
enemies.  The  example  of  the  mis- 
sionaries disarms  the  fury  of  the  com- 
munists and  brings  them  to  a knowl- 


edge of  our  religion.  There  have  been 
communists  who,  at  the  hour  of  death, 
asked  baptism  at  the  hands  of  their 
captive  apostles.” 

November  9 found  me  at  Shiuchow 
to  consecrate  Monsignor  Canazei,  the 
successor  of  the  lamented  Bishop 
Versiplia.  Four  other  bishops  were 
there:  Bishop  Fourquet,  Vicar  Apos- 
tolic of  Canton;  Bishop  Valtorta, 
Vicar  Apostolic  of  Hongkong;  Bishop 
Walsh,  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Kongmoon 
and  Bishop  Tsu,  Vicar  Apostolic  of 
Haimen.  These  worthy  pastors  of 
souls,  in  union  with  the  new  Bishop 
of  Shiuchow,  addressed  to  the  Holy 
Father  a letter  beautiful  in  its  filial 
devotion  towards  the  Pope  and  in  its 
Christian  charity  towards  the  Chinese 
people.  Such  a document  assumes 
even  a greater  significance  because, 
composed  as  it  was  on  the  tomb  of 
Bishop  Versiglia,  it  seems  as  if  the 
words  of  the  Apostle  whom  Christ 
loved  were  re-murmured  from  the 
grave:  "Fear  is  not  in  charity:  but 
perfect  charity  casteth  out  fear.” 
(I.  John  IV,  18). 

Another  aspect  of  the  intrepidity 
and  fearless  calm  of  the  missionaries 
is  the  taking  up  of  their  interrupted 
labor  as  soon  as  there  is  a breathing 
space.  An  example  of  this  is  the  recent 
celebration  of  the  Synod  of  Cheng- 
chow. 

"The  synod,”  wrote  Bishop  Calza, 
Vicar  Apostolic  of  Chengchow  in 
September  1930,  "has  been  concluded, 
thanks  be  to  God,  without  any  unto- 
ward incidents.  However  it  was  carried 
out  in  true  missionary  style.  The  ses- 
sions were  held  at  dawn  and  after  sun 
down,  so  as  not  to  be  disturbed  by  the 
aeroplanes  that  for  the  past  fifteen 
days  have  been  coming  without  fail 
twice  a day  to  bombard  Chengchow.” 

The  Spanish  Jesuits  of  Anking  were 
offered  release  in  exchange  for  others 
but  preferred  to  remain  and  consum- 
mate their  sacrifice.  "We  have  our 
breviary,”  they  answered,  "and  we  can 
pray;  that  is  enough  for  us.”  Bishop 


Balconi,  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Han- 
chungfu,  in  a letter  to  the  Superior  of 
the  Milan  Foreign  Mission  Society, 
describing  the  devastation  accom- 
plished by  the  communist-brigands  in 
his  territory,  painted  a picture  that 
pierces  the  heart.  Yet  the  missionary 
bishop  concludes  the  letter  with  these 
truly  Christian  words:  "We  are  con- 
fident that  the  Lord  will  compassionate 
these  people  and  grant  them  the  light 
of  the  true  Faith,  the  sole  font  of 
peace  and  prosperity.” 

I could  go  on  for  a long  time,  if  I 
wished  to  cull  other  examples  of  the 
apostolic  charity  of  our  wonderful  mis- 
sionaries. But  those  cited  and  those 
already  published  by  "Fides  Service” 
well  suffice  to  show  the  splendid  super- 
natural courage  of  our  missionaries 
and  to  prove  that  with  such  soldiers 
of  Christ  there  can  be  no  question  con- 
cerning final  victory. 

The  Protestants 

I believe  many  of  you  are  curious 
to  know  just  what  is  the  attitude  of 
the  Protestants  in  the  present  up- 
heaval. Time  does  not  permit  a long 
degression  on  this  point.  You  have 
already  heard  the  personal  opinion  of 
a Protestant  missionary.  Here  I shall 
quote  an  editorial  that  appeared  rec- 
ently in  the  "Chinese  Recorder”: 

"But  we  must  remember  that  we  are 
on  Chinese  soil.  We  must  be  loyal 
to  the  Chinese  Government.  Our 
institutions  must  submit  to  Chinese 
law.  The  Chinese  Government  has  a 
legal  right  to  make  requirements  of  all 
institutions  within  its  domains  which 
it  may  see  fit,  reasonable  or  otherwise. 
Their  moral  right  to  do  the  unreason- 
able thing  may  be  questioned,  but  not 
by  appeal  to  armed  force,  only  by  the 
appeal  of  reason.  We  must  believe 
that  right  will  ultimately  prevail.  It  is 
our  duty  to  establish  the  confidence  of 
the  Government  in  our  integrity  and 
in  our  loyalty.  Never  has  such  a large 
nation  gone  through  such  a great 


catastrophic  change  in  so  short  a time 
as  has  the  China  of  to-day.  She  de- 
serves our  sympathy,  our  loyalty,  our 
strong  support.  Whenever  she  fails 
in  achieving  her  objective,  it  should 
not  be  a matter  of  'I  told  you  so,’  but 
rather  of  regret,  and  the  determina- 
tion on  our  part  to  assist  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  desire  for  unification  and 
for  securing  to  the  nation,  both  to  her 
Government  and  to  her  citizens,  that 
dignity  and  self  respect  for  which  we 
all  crave  as  a prerogative  of  all 
nations.”^ 

Concrete  Facts 

Our  apostolic  optimism,  based  on  a 
realistic  logic,  is  also  supported  by 
concrete  facts  gleaned  from  the  latest 
statistics.  The  missions  in  China  num- 
ber 100.  The  internal  organization 
has  resisted  remarkably  the  external 
onslaught.  The  material  damage  is 
being  repaired.  In  spite  of  the  fury 
of  the  tempest  the  original  positions 
have  been  held.  The  Christians  that 
have  been  lost  to  the  Faith  form  but  a 
small  minority.  This  year  alone  there 
have  been  50,000  converts. 

The  seminaries  are  flourishing,  the 
major  institutions  having  approxi- 
mately 1,000  students  and  the  prep- 
aratory institutions  3,000.  Through- 
out China  the  net  work  of  the  Regional 
Seminaries  is  practically  completed 
and  in  no  way  fails  in  comparison 
with  similar  organization  in  Europe. 

And  here  allow  me  to  grasp  this  op- 
portunity to  render  homage  to  the 
missionaries  for  their  indefatigable 
and  loving  efforts  for  the  foundation 
of  the  Native  Clergy.  There  are  in 
Rome  at  present  about  30  Chinese 
seminarians  receiving  their  training  for 
the  priesthood.  The  native  religious 
congregations  of  men  and  especially 
of  women,  are  being  rapidly  multiplied 
and  are  giving  splendid  results.  The 
number  of  foreign  missionaries  and 
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native  born  priests  is  continually  on 
the  increase.  At  Colombo,  on  my  way 
from  China  to  Italy,  I met  a boat 
which  carried  approximately  100  mis- 
sionaries, almost  all  bound  for  China. 
And  on  the  same  boat  on  which  I ar- 
rived in  Italy,  24  Sisters  of  one  Con- 
gregation embarked  for  the  Orient. 
The  missionary  movement  towards 
China  is  ever  progressing.  Foreign 
missionaries  now  number  approxi- 
mately 2,000.  The  native-born  clergy 
totals  1,500. 

There  are  in  preparation  various 
missions,  both  under  the  foreign  mis- 
sionaries and  under  the  native-born 
clergy.  These  latter  represent  not  only 
the  natural  and  final  solution  of  the 
missionary  problem,  but  also  the  solu- 
tion of  many  political  difficulties  that 
have  embarrassed  and  are  embarrass- 
ing the  missions  staffed  by  foreigners. 

And  here  it  is  well  to  refute  a 
sophism  which  in  its  worst  form  is 
usually  put  forth  more  as  a question: 
"If  native-staffed  missions  are  mul- 
tiplied, are  not  foreign  missionaries 
less  necessary?”  No!  Foreign  mis- 
sionaries are  just  as  necessary  as  be- 
fore and  even  more  than  before.  What 
are  we  in  the  face  of  that  immense 
mass  of  400,000,000  pagans?  Oh 
come!  foreign  missionaries,  come! 
Come  even  if  to  offer  to  China  the 
same  help  which  the  religious  give  to 
the  dioceses  of  Europe,  in  establish- 
ing your  Institute  in  the  missions,  espe- 
cially in  places  where  Christianity  is 
already  existing  for  centuries!” 

And  in  this  regard,  the  Sacred  Con- 
gregation of  Propaganda  Fide  recently 
authorized  in  the  missions  the  es- 
tablishment of  monasteries  of  Con- 
templative Orders. 

Another  mistaken  idea  would  be  to 
think  that  with  the  advent  of  Chinese 
bishops,  China  is  rushing  towards  the 
Church.  No!  Paganism  is  hard  to 
conquer.  The  Chinese  bishops  them- 
selves must  fight  to  dispell  the  current 
and  inveterate  prejudices  which  hold 
the  Catholic  Religion  to  be  a foreign 


religion.  It  is  a case  of  preparing  for 
the  nearing  dawn  by  destroying  with 
actual  facts  the  prejudices  that  impede 
our  work. 

The  new  civil  codes,  whether  pub- 
lished or  in  preparation,  are  based  on 
the  codes  of  the  Western  world.  We 
are  therefore  in  the  presence  of  a new 
and  efficacious  means  of  contact  be- 
tween the  East  and  the  West.  These 
codes  are  also  an  important  means  for 
the  permeation  of  Christian  culture 
among  the  pagans.  The  Government 
has  also  introduced  the  solar  calendar, 
which  is  of  course,  the  Christian  cal- 
endar. A formidable  blow  has  thus 
been  given  the  old  lunar  calendar 
around  which  were  entwined  so  many 
superstitions  of  the  Chinese  people. 

Missionary  Cooperation  in  the  Whole 
Catholic  World 

The  advance  sentinel  of  missionary 
courage  is  sustained  and  nourished  by 
the  practical  interest  of  you  at  home, 
by  your  missionary  spirit,  your  charity, 
your  generosity.  The  missionary  does 
not  feel  he  is  alone;  the  breath  of 
your  charity  warms  the  far-flung 
trenches  of  the  apostles.  As  the 
spokesman  of  the  missionaries,  I wish 
to  express  from  the  depths  of  my  heart 
the  profound  thanks  and  recognition 
that  finds  its  echo  in  the  heart  of  every- 
one of  their  numerous  legion.  This 
expression  of  gratitude  rendered  with 
special  fittingness  here  in  the  shadow 
of  the  Palace  of  the  Missions,  where 
His  Eminence  Cardinal  Van  Rossum, 
surrounded  by  a phalanx  of  devoted 
co-operators,  labors,  prays  and  suffers 
to  direct  the  world  missionary  move- 
ment. 

Conclusion 

I have  given  you  but  a few  elemen- 
tary points.  I have  been  able  but  to 
trace  the  outline  of  the  inspiring 
drama  that  the  missionaries  of  China 
are  actually  living. 
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More,  much  more,  remains  to  be 
said.  But  let  us  hope  that  what  little 
has  been  said  will  suffice  at  least  to 
show  that  the  missionaries  of  China 
are  worthy  of  your  sympathetic  interest 
and  your  generous  aid.  Let  us  hope  it 
suffices  to  testify  once  more  that  the 
attitude  of  the  Catholic  world  towards 
China  is  not  political  nor  imperialistic 
but  is  inspired  by  the  purest  Christian 
charity.  The  Catholic  Church  desires 
only  the  good  of  this  great  people — 
every  species  of  good,  both  material 
and  spiritual,  both  individual  and  col- 
lective, both  economic  and  political. 
The  Church  offers  China  the  incom- 
parable gift  of  Christian  love  and  asks 
nothing  in  return  but  a better  under- 
standing of  our  loyalty  and  a return 
of  love.  This  reciprocation  of  love  can- 
not fail  to  materialize,  for  the  Chinese 
are  possessed  of  an  innate  sense  of 
nobility. 

We  know  well  how  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  real  feelings  of  this  good 
people  and  the  passionate  outbreaks  of 
a few  individuals  who  have  outraged 
us  in  soul  and  body.  But  even  for 
these  latter  we  harbour  no  rancour. 


We  pray  that  God  may  enlighten  them 
and  may  forgive  them,  for  they  know 
not  what  they  do. 

We  hope  that  the  external  violence 
will  slowly  disappear.  Yet  we  fully 
realize  that  the  way  of  the  missionary, 
though  always  brightened  by  the  light 
that  comes  from  on  high,  is  one  of 
tribulation.  We  are  not  lulling  our- 
selves into  dreams  that  are  too  rosy. 
We  expect  further  difficulties;  our 
sense  of  reality  refuses  to  allow  them 
to  be  hidden  from  us.  But  we  are 
fortified  with  the  weapon  of  courage, 
that  invincible  courage  taught  us  by 
Christ  and  already  attested  by  the 
supreme  price  paid  by  the  missionaries, 
who,  like  the  Good  Pastor,  have  given 
their  lives  for  their  sheep. 

And  so,  the  missionaries,  with  the 
help  of  God,  keep  their  eyes  fixed  on 
Rome.  Comforted  by  your  charity 
and  aided  by  the  human  means  of 
science  and  experience,  they  carry  on 
fearlessly  "against  hope  in  hope.” 
"And  though  in  the  sight  of  men  they 
have  suffered  torments,  their  hope  is 
full  of  immortality.  (Wisdom,  III,  4). 
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CONDITIONAL  GIFTS 
PLAIN  AS  A,  B,  C. 


A. — You  give  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith 
a sum  of  money,  in  any  amount  from  ^100  to  ^100,000. 


B. — The  Society  pays  you  from  four  to  six  per  cent  inter- 
est on  this  gift  for  the  rest  of  your  life,  promptly  and 
unfailingly,  annually,  semi-annually  or  quarterly. 


C. — At  your  death,  the  principal  goes  to  support  all  the 
missions,  of  all  missions  societies  and  ail  nationalities, 
in  every  part  of  the  world. 


A Gift  that  Pays  an  Income  to  the  Giver  and  Makes  Him 
Share  in  the  Labors  and  Merits  of  the  Missionaries. 


For  Further  Information 
Apply  to  Your  Diocesan  Director 
or 

THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
PROPAGATION  OF  THE  FAITH 
109  East  38th  Street 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


The  Formation  of 
a Native  Clergy 

in  Mission  Countries 

is  the 

Principal  Objective  of  Foreign  Missionaries 
in  Non-Christian  Lands 


Each  Country’s  Own  Sons  Are  Its  Divinely 
Appointed  Ministers  of  Salvation. 


You  Can  Help  Give  Native  Priests  to  China, 
Japan,  Indo-China,  India,  Africa,  Oceania  by 
FOUNDING  A BURSE  IN  PERPETUITY 
(^1,000.00) 

PAYING  AN  ANNUITY 
(^75  a year) 

CONTRIBUTING  ANY  AMOUNT 
Large  or  Small,  According  to  Your  Means. 

THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE  PROPAGATION  OF  THE  FAITH 

109  East  38th  Street 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


